
Greetings, Brothers. With the Christmas season upon us, and a new year
on the way, I would like to wish each of you a Merry Christmas, and a
peaceful and prosperous 2016.

As I look back on 2015, I think of the many hours that hour members have
devoted to helping those in need, and I am proud of the work our Council
has done.

Many of you are retired, and have observed that many of the causes that
we have supported over the years are the same causes. That hasn’t
changed, and the need for our assistance is not likely to change any time
soon. Since before the birth of Christ, there have been those who are
hungry and those in need of clothing.

Grand Knight’s Report

Dear Brother Knights,

Dear Brother Knights,
In December we have begun the season of Advent. Much has been

accomplished in our Parish and the Council. Now is a time of year to
reflect and thank God for what we have been able to achieve together in
service – golf and card socials, coats for kids, pro-Life witness, All Saints
Day Memorial and Remembrance Day to just name a few. As we begin
the Year of Mercy to prepare for the Solemnity of Christmas we will have
time for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, December 9 all day in the
Diocese of London. Check your bulletin for times in your parish. Zone
confessions are December 22, 7 – 9 pm at Corpus Christi. We also have
Sunday Vespers and Benediction and daily Mass.
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On behalf of my wife Denise and I, we would like to wish you and your
executive's and members of your Council a beautiful MERRY CHRISTMAS
and an amazing NEW YEAR in 2016

VIVAT JESUS.

Sincerely,
Michael Sassine

It would be easy to ignore that, say “Thank God I am not in that situation”. It
takes compassion and strength of character, to act, to meet that need.

The Knights of Columbus was founded by Father McGivney to bring together
men willing to act to meet the needs in their communities, and I am proud of the
efforts out Council makes to address them. With our acts, we bring hope to
those less fortunate than ourselves.

As we close out 2015, and look forward to what 2016, I hope that you still find
within yourself the strength and compassion to continue to help us help others.

Finally, I ask that you keep our deceased brothers and their families in your
prayers.

Peace be with you.

Shawn

Pope Francis and Supreme Knight

Carl Anderson.

Grand Knight’s Report from page 1

District Deputy’s Report
By Michel Sassine, District Deputy, District 10

Executive Officers
2015-2016 Fraternal Year

Grand Knight – Shawn Searcy

Chaplain – Fr. Gerard Bedard

DGK – Don Pastorius

Chancellor – David Martin

Financial Secretary – Wayne
Talford, PGK

Advocate – Mike Delmore

Recorder – Shawn Jones

Treasurer – Kirk Bowyer

Warden – Larry Lamont

Trustees – Mark Lambert
Phil Fitzsimmons
Luke Norman

Guards – Steven Searcy
Justin Artale
Mardrick Rogers

District Deputy – Michel Sassine
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Advent is a time of spiritual reflection and a time to make choices. Bible Study and a Parish Mission are
planned for 2016.

Let us continue to reflect on the Pope Francis ¬The Joy of the Gospel, Chapter 2 “Amid the Crisis of
Communal Commitment”. What is your experience of meeting the poor, either in person or by reading about
their lives in the news? During the Parish Financial Campaign – I offered to volunteer for the St. Vincent de
Paul. We are so fortunate to have this society in our Parish and the Knights Community Garden was a real
effort to reach out to offer support to the Downtown Mission. The example of Pope Francis has certainly led us
in this direction.

Here are some words from Pope Francis: As a way of preparing to take up the work of reaching out in
faith to others, I want to paint a picture of today’s situation in the world and the Church. I do this praying that
the Holy Spirit will be in it. As we peer into today’s society, we must distinguish between what is of God and
what is not. This won’t be a exhaustive review but I do want to point to certain factors that have a great impact
on this work of the Gospel to “go forth.”

Challenges Facing Today’s World
As a human family, we’re making great advances in people’s welfare, but at the same time many – perhaps

most – people are living in terrible situations.

Even in wealthy nations, there is economic inequality. We’ve learned a lot in these modern times, but we
have not yet learned how to share wealth with everyone.

When the economic system we follow excludes certain people, keeping them poor, we have to stand up to
it and say, “No!” We pay close attention to every move in the stock market, but when our sisters and brothers
lie dying in the streets, it’s not really news any longer. We stand by while food is being thrown away. Only the
fittest survive; those with power want more power. People who don’t fit in are thrown away; their labor is used
until they’re exhausted, and then they’re left to die.

Many people are tricked into believing that if we take care of the rich first, the poor will get what’s left
over. This is a false idea. We live rich lifestyles and it makes us deaf to the cries of the poor. We are not
moved by the pain of those who suffer; we believe their plight is someone else’s responsibility.

The root cause of this is that we worship money. Like the Hebrew people in the desert who worshiped the
golden calf, we also are consumed by greed.

God, however, calls us to live with ethics. This means humans come first and the market comes second.
To those entranced by the market, this will sound crazy! God lives above the market and calls us to become all
we can be. As Saint John Chrysostom once said, “Not to share one’s wealth with the poor is to steal from them
and to take away their livelihood. It is not our own goods that we hold, but theirs.”

St. Martin de Porres, Pray for us.

I hope and pray that your families will have a Merry Christmas and Joy filled New Year!

Sincerely in Christ,
Rev. Gérard Bédard

Chaplain’s Report from page 1
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Dear Brothers :

I cannot believe half a fraternal year has gone by.

Thanks to all brothers who have or will pay their dues and donated to the Board`s Emergency Contingency Fund.
REMEMBER if we want to have our own club, we Must come out and support our council functions. For those
that are looking for a tax receipt, sorry we do not have a Charitable number.

As always if you have any problem paying your dues, give me a call at 519-948-2196 and we will work something
out. N. B. if you do not pay your dues the club is stilled obligated to pay per capita to State and Supreme,($20.00 a
year) for you unless you send me a signed and dated letter of resignation.

At this time my family and I would like to wish each brother and their family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
and Prosperous New Year.

Financial Secretary’s Report

By Wayne Talford, PGK

Knights in Action
2015 Christmas Party
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Knights in Action
2015 Christmas Party
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In Memoriam

Brother Mario Lorenzon
May 5, 1934 – November 9, 2015

Brother Nick Kriz
August 27, 1930 – December 23, 2105

Coming Events

General Meeting
January 19, 2016

2016 Polar Bear Barbecue
January 23, 2016

Membership Anniversaries

George Dzuro 50 years in November
Leo Marcotte 50 years in November
Patrick St Onge 45 years in October
Elmer Gignac 45 years in November

Leland Nantais 45 years in November
Edward Mentley 45 years in November

Nick Kriz 40 years in October
Donald Blazevich 40 years in October
Frank Durocher 40 years in October

Christopher Goyeau 40 years in October
Tunney Hathaway 40 years in October
Joseph Palamides 40 years in October

Donald Raper 40 years in October
John Malone 35 years in December

Maurice Nantais 35 years in December
Luigi Albano 35 years in December

Victor Piccolo 35 years in December
Paul Daignault 35 years in December

Hubert Chartrand 35 years in December
Normand Gauthier 30 years in October

Gerald Racine 30 years in October
Gerard Bedard 25 years in October

Peter Carlesimo 25 years in November
Jeffrey Kreibich 25 years in November

Luke Norman 5 years in October
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The Challenge of the new theology

So... How many divisions does the Pope have?

Or, when Pope Francis speaks about ecology and poverty, why would this matter? His integral ecology
links development, concern for the poor and responsibility for the environment.

Pope Francis was named by Fortune magazine as the most influential person in the world. Business
leaders agree with him that there needs to be a drastic change in policies, to make economies more
efficient and productive.

In the U.K., eighty British companies, including two of the big six energy companies have urged the
government to take stronger action on climate change both at home and abroad. Such action, they state,
could create jobs and boost competitiveness. It seems climate change deniers have lost.

Ideas do matter, and, as suggested in the current issue of Columbia, with respect to Laudato Si,
conversion to this new theology is a moral and spiritual imperative. Not all battles are won on the
battlefield.

In the encyclical letter, Praise Be To You, the Pope reflects not only on our relationship with the natural
world, but also on our relationships with God, with each other and even with ourselves. We need to
change.

As Knights know well, charity is "the key to authentic development" in social, economic and political
life". This dimension is part of our mission.

The Pope, of course, goes to the heart of the problem, as the link between environmental degradation
and poverty becomes increasingly clear. The poorest are the hardest hit by climate change.
Upcoming Development and Peace materials for the Fall will deal with this in more depth, as each
parish is called to respond.

In the meantime, Pope Francis states the need for sustainable development cannot wait, and, he says, we
must examine our economic and political priorities. For those who wish a more in-depth analysis, the
new book by Andrea Tornielli and Giacomo Galeazzi on Catholic social justice, with reference to Pope
Francis, is published by Liturgical Press (2015).

If, indeed, this is the most remarkable religious document in a generation, offering a powerful and
comprehensive worldview that is consonant with the Bible, all Christians will see this new theology as
the guide for our future. The justice tradition in Catholic social teaching is the foundation for this
doctrine.

Other sources for information on establishing creation care ministries for social justice committees in
Catholic churches include Greening Your Church by Norman Levesque (12014). See The McMaster
Journal of Theology and Ministry, Vol. 16.

Submitted by Brother John Tomlinson


